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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE GDR SALES OF ART TREASURES 

1. WEST GERMAN PRESS HAS BEEN CARRYING REPORTS FOR 
MONTH NOW THAT GDR IS PLANNING TO SELL SIGNIFICANT WORKS 
OF ART FROM ITS MUSEUMS ON WORLD MARKET TO RELIEVE ITS 
HARD CURRENCY DIFFICULTIES. FIGURES RUN AS HIGH AS 

DM 60 MILLION. GDR " NINOCHKA" IS SAID TO BE SANS SOUCI 
DIRECTOR MUECKENBERGER. CDU ANXIETY OVER THIS 
POTENTIAL LOSS OF GERMAN ART ALLEGEDLY HAS REACHED POINT WHERE 
RHEINLAND- PFALZ CULTURE MINISTER VOGEL FELT IT NECESSARY 
TO WRITE FRG STATE SECRETARY GRABERT. 

2. ALTHOUGH ACCORDING TO LATEST WEST GERMAN PRESS REPORTS, 

GDR HAS DROPPED ART SALES PROJECT, IT EVIDENT THAT 
ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTAINANCE OF NUMEROUS EAST GERMAN 
DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS WILL FURTHER TAX LIMITED GDR HARD 
CURRENCY RESOURCES. IT SEEMS LIKELY, THEREFORE, THAT NEW 
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AND SOME UNUSUAL AVENUES FOR GENERATION OF HARD CURRENCY 
BEING EXPLORED. IN THIS CONNECTION, WE WONDER IF VOGEL' S 
REPORTED REACTION SUGGESTS THAT FRG MIGHT HAVE PREFERRED 
TO BUY GDR ART TREASURES ITSELF RATHER THAN SEE THEM GO 
TO THIRD COUNTRIES. KLEIN 
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